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OECD employment rate increases to 67.2% in the fourth quarter of 2016

The OECD area employment rate — defined as the share of people of working-age in employment — increased
by 0.2 percentage point in the fourth quarter of 2016, to 67.2%.

Compared to the previous quarter, the employment rate increased by 0.5 percentage point in Canada (to
72.9%), by 0.2 percentage point in the euro area (to 65.7%), the United Kingdom (to 73.7%) and the United States (to
69.5%) and by 0.1 percentage point in Japan (to 74.7%), Korea (to 66.3%) and Turkey (to 50.5%). Over the same
period, the employment rate fell by 0.4 percentage point in Mexico (to 61.0%).

Compared to the fourth quarter of 2015, the OECD area employment rate was 0.7 percentage point higher,
with about half of this increase resulting from a rise in labour force participation and the other half from a decrease in
unemployment rates. The increase in labour force participation explained most of the rise in the employment rate in New
Zealand (up 2.2 percentage points, to 76.3%), the Czech Republic (up 2.2 percentage points, to 72.8%) and Japan (up
1.0 percentage point).

By contrast, the drop in the unemployment rate explained most of the increase in the euro area employment
rate (up 0.9 percentage point compared to the fourth quarter of 2015), which was particularly marked in the Slovak
Republic (up 1.9 percentage points, to 65.4%), Ireland (up 1.8 percentage points, to 65.5%), Belgium (up 1.7
percentage points, to 63.3%), Portugal (up 1.7 percentage points, to 66.0%) and Spain (up 1.5 percentage points, to
60.1%).

Employment rates . Decomposition of the variation in the
Employment as a percentage of the working- employment rate between Q4 2015 and Q4 2016
age population Percentage points

s OECD - Total Euro area

Japan (1) Labour force participation contribution ® Contribution of unemployment reduction
— — — - United States =~ =====---- Canada eesccce United Kingdom 3.0 -

75 A

2.5 A

73

2.0 A

1.5 A

1.0 4

0.0 -

OECD- United Japan New Czech Euroarea Spain Portugal

(1) Statistical breaks for Japan in Q1-2011 and Q3-2011 Total  States Zealand Republic

Methodological Notes: http://www.oecd.org/std/labourstatistics/50273955.pdf
All rates and levels quoted are seasonally adjusted (s.a.).
New Quarterly Labour Market Statistics: http://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=STLABOUR

Country Note: The statistical data for Israel are supplied by and under the responsibility of the relevant Israeli
authorities. The use of such data by the OECD is without prejudice to the status of the Golan Heights, East
Jerusalem and Israeli settlements in the West Bank under the terms of international law.

Contacts: For further information readers are invited to contact the OECD's Media Relations Division on
(33) 1 45 24 97 00 or e-mail news.contact@oecd.org

For technical questions contact stat.contact@oecd.org

Next release: 17 July 2017
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Table 1: OECD employment rates and levels (15-64)

Employment as a percentage of corresponding working age population and levels, seasonally adjusted

Employment rates Levels
2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2008 2015 2016 Thousands
Q2 | Q3 Q4 | Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 | Q4-2016
OECD - Total 65.1 65.7 66.3 67.0| 66.5|66.3 665 668 669 670 67.2 555,205
Major Seven 68.0 68.7 69.1 699 | 69.6|69.2 694 69.7 69.8 699 70.1 337,260
European Union 64.1 648 656 66.6| 658|657 66.0 663 665 66.7 66.9 220,073
Euro area 635 638 645 654 | 659|646 648 651 653 655 657 143,902
Australia 720 716 722 724 | 733|722 725 725 724 724 723 11,510
Austria 714 711 711 716 | 710|711 713 713 714 716 717 4,160
Belgium 618 619 618 623| 622|620 616 618 620 62.1 63.3 4,618
Canada 724 723 725 726 | 736|726 724 725 725 724 729 17,438
Chile 62.3 622 624 622 | 572|626 625 621 622 624 62.3 7,543
Czech Republic 67.7 69.0 70.2 720| 66.6 |704 706 714 717 721 728 5,049
Denmark® 726 728 735 749 | 781|732 739 751 751 748 745 2,743
Estonia 685 69.6 719 721| 700|732 721 713 729 723 721 610
Finland 689 687 686 69.1| 712|686 685 689 69.0 69.2 69.2 2,383
France” 64.1 63.8 638 642 | 649|638 639 642 642 642 64.2 26,279
Germany 735 738 740 747 | 698|740 742 744 745 749 751 40,615
Greece 488 494 508 520 | 615|510 515 517 521 523 521 3,602
Hungary 581 618 640 665 | 56.2|644 64.7 656 66.3 66.7 67.5 4,358
Iceland 81.1 83.0 84.7 865 | 84.4|847 853 859 863 868 873 184
Ireland 605 61.7 633 648 | 679|635 637 642 646 650 655 1,977
Israel® 67.1 679 683 686 | 599|685 684 683 686 687 68.8 3,573
Italy 555 557 56.3 57.3| 588|565 56.6 56.8 574 573 573 22,253
Japan 71.8 728 734 744 | 709|735 737 741 743 746 747 57,007
Korea 644 653 657 66.1| 639|658 659 659 659 662 66.3 24,206
Latvia 65.1 66.3 68.1 68.7| 69.0|68.3 687 687 689 686 68.8 854
Luxembourg4 65.7 66.6 66.2 656 | 640|657 654 656 653 652 66.0 262
Mexico 60.8 604 60.7 61.0| 612|606 612 609 609 614 610 49,222
Netherlands 73.6 731 742 748 | 771|741 741 744 748 750 75.2 8,270
New Zealand 728 742 743 756 | 749|737 741 747 755 758 76.3 2,354
Norway 754 752 748 743 | 78.1|748 744 747 742 743 739 2,542
Poland 60.0 617 629 645| 59.1 |63.1 635 641 643 646 650 15,925
Portugal 60.6 626 639 653| 683|640 643 645 650 656 66.0 4,402
Slovak Republic 599 61.0 62.7 649 | 618|629 635 642 648 650 654 2,490
Slovenia 63.3 639 652 659 | 681|659 653 652 66.0 656 66.6 911
Spain 548 56.0 578 59.6| 651 |58.0 586 59.0 594 59.7 60.1 18,344
Sweden 744 749 755 76.2| 744|757 760 76.1 76.3 76.2 76.3 4,759
Switzerland 79.6 799 80.2 808| 795 |79.7 80.6 80.7 80.7 80.6 81.3 4,528
Turkey5 495 495 50.2 50.7| 45.1|504 504 509 508 504 505 26,565
United Kingdom 705 719 727 735 | 718|727 732 733 736 735 737 30,540
United States 674 68.1 687 694]| 712|687 689 693 69.2 693 695 143,127

! Following changes introduced in the Labour Force Survey for Denmark, data from Q1 2016 onwards are not comparable with previous data.

2 Statistical break for France in Q4-2013, following the inclusion of data for overseas departments. European Union and Euro area aggregates are
also affected, and, to a lesser extent OECD-Total and Major seven aggregates.

8 Following changes introduced in the Labour Force Survey for Israel, data from Q1 2012 onwards are not comparable with previous data.

4 Following changes introduced in the Labour Force Survey for Luxembourg, data from Q1 2015 onwards are not comparable with previous data.
5 Following changes introduced in the Labour Force Survey for Turkey, data from Q1 2014 onwards are not comparable with previous data.
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Table 2: OECD employment rates (15-64) by gender
Employment as a percentage of corresponding working age population, seasonally adjusted

Women Men
2016 | 2015 2016 2016 | 2015 2016

Q4 | Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q4 | Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4
OECD - Total 59.3 | 58.9 59.1 59.1 594 595 | 747 | 743 746 747 747 749
Major Seven 64.2 | 63.7 640 64.1 643 646 755| 75.1 754 755 755 75.7
European Union | 61.4 | 60.7 61.0 61.2 615 617 718 | 71.3 716 718 719 720
Euro area 60.3 | 59.7 59.9 60.2 605 60.7| 705| 69.9 703 705 70.6 70.7
Australia 67.4 | 674 673 674 673 673| 775| 77.7 776 775 774 77.4
Austria 67.7 | 67.4 675 675 677 679 | 754 | 751 752 753 755 756
Belgium 58.1 | 58.2 57.8 574 577 595| 66.4| 65.0 657 66.6 665 67.0
Canada 69.7 | 69.4 69.6 69.8 696 70.0| 754 | 754 753 753 752 759
Chile 520 | 52.4 51.6 521 521 523| 724 | 725 725 722 725 722
Czech Republic | 64.4 | 62.6 63.6 64.1 646 654 | 793 | 784 789 790 79.4 79.9
Denmark® 720 | 70.7 724 724 716 715| 77.7| 770 776 778 779 775
Estonia 68.6 | 68.9 67.7 69.8 686 683 75.7| 754 749 762 76.0 759
Finland 67.6 | 67.8 67.7 674 677 67.7| 705| 69.3 70.1 706 70.6 70.7
France 61.0 | 60.8 61.0 61.0 608 609 | 67.6| 67.2 674 675 67.6 67.7
Germany 70.8| 70.1 703 704 712 715| 785| 781 785 785 784 785
Greece 433 | 43.0 432 434 435 432 | 61.0| 60.2 60.5 61.0 61.3 61.1
Hungary 60.2 | 58.4 59.2 60.0 605 61.1| 73.0| 71.3 722 728 731 73.9
Iceland 83.6 | 84.0 833 833 839 839| 89.4| 867 884 89.2 896 90.6
Ireland 50.5| 58.7 59.1 594 597 599 702 | 689 694 699 705 71.2
Israel 65.2 | 64.8 648 652 653 655 72.0| 721 718 722 721 721
Italy 481 | 47.4 476 482 483 482 | 66.4| 659 66.2 66.7 66.4 66.6
Japan 66.1 | 65.2 65.7 65.8 664 665 826 | 821 823 825 826 827
Korea 56.2 | 56.2 56.1 56.1 56.2 56.4 | 75.8| 75.6 757 756 759 76.1
Latvia 67.6 | 67.1 67.1 674 674 684 700| 705 703 704 69.9 69.3
Luxembourg? 60.4 | 60.6 59.9 59.6 606 61.4| 705| 70.1 710 709 69.7 70.4
Mexico 451 | 453 450 450 454 448 | 78.6| 785 783 784 788 787
Netherlands 70.1 | 69.2 69.3 70.1 704 705 796 | 79.0 795 795 79.6 79.9
New Zealand 706 | 69.1 699 70.7 70.7 713 | 80.7| 79.4 79.8 805 811 814
Norway 728 | 724 732 727 728 725| 757 | 764 761 756 756 75.3
Poland 58.1| 57.2 576 57.9 582 585 71.0| 69.9 70.7 707 710 716
Portugal 625 | 61.3 61.8 620 627 632 683 | 675 67.3 682 687 69.0
Slovak Republic | 58.3 | 56.7 57.6 58.1 585 59.0| 714 | 703 708 713 714 717
Slovenia 62.6 | 615 61.8 627 621 639 689 | 688 684 69.1 689 69.1
Spain 543 | 53.4 53.6 542 546 549 648 | 63.8 644 645 649 653
Sweden 748 | 745 748 748 747 750 775| 774 774 776 776 77.6
Switzerland 767 | 76.7 772 764 762 77.0| 849 | 846 841 849 850 855
Turkey 31.2| 309 313 31.2 311 311 70.1| 69.8 705 70.2 69.5 69.8
United Kingdom | 68.8 | 68.2 68.3 688 689 692 783 | 782 783 784 781 782
United States 64.0 | 63.7 64.0 63.8 641 643| 748 | 743 747 747 748 750

. Following changes introduced in the Labour Force Survey for Denmark, data from Q1 2016 onwards are not comparable with previous data.
2 Following changes introduced in the Labour Force Survey for Luxembourg, data from Q1 2015 onwards are not comparable with previous data.
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Table 3: OECD employment rates by age
Employment as a percentage of corresponding working age population, seasonally adjusted

Youth (15-24) Prime-age workers (25-54) Older workers (55-64)
2015 2016 2015 2016 2015 2016

Q4 || Q2 03 Q4| 04 [ Q2 Q3 Q4| 04 | 02 03 Q4
OECD - Total 40.5 || 40.7 408 408 | 768 771 772 773 | 585 59.1 59.3 59.6
Major Seven 438 || 441 442 444 | 79.0( 794 796 79.7| 61.7| 62.3 625 62.6
European Union | 33.3 | 33.7 338 340 | 783 787 788 79.0| 539|551 553 558
Euro area 308312 313 315| 76.8|77.3 775 77.7]| 538|552 554 558
Australia 59.3( 589 584 576 795| 79.7 79.7 798| 630|625 618 625
Austria 50.5( 509 511 514 | 83.7| 835 836 837 | 47.2|49.2 496 49.6
Belgium 223228 223 226 | 785|785 789 805 | 446|455 455 464
Canada 555 55.2 55.1 56.1| 812|814 812 815]| 612|614 61.7 622
Chile 2941 29.0 29.1 292 | 75.0| 749 749 74.7]| 65.7|63.8 63.8 639
Czech Republic 28.7( 284 286 28.7| 848|855 857 86.2| 558 |58.0 588 604
Denmark® 56.0 | 59.1 58.0 57.3| 82.6| 825 822 823 | 646 68.1 687 683
Estonia 33.7(| 375 393 38.7| 836|831 825 828| 655|678 67.7 633
Finland 40.2 | 41.2 419 422 799|799 799 799 | 605|611 62.0 617
France 28.0( 28.0 274 28.1| 79.6| 79.8 79.7 79.7| 49.0| 49.5 498 50.2
Germany 454 | 455 46.3 464 | 83.7( 839 840 84.2| 66.8| 685 68.7 68.9
Greece 12.7 || 12.7 135 135 ) 654 | 66.3 66.3 657 | 353|357 369 36.8
Hungary 26.4 | 277 284 288 | 811|822 823 829 | 469|495 50.2 51.2
Iceland 742 (| 785 784 77.7| 889|895 90.0 909 | 841 84.2 856 836
Ireland 29.0( 328 324 33.0| 748|748 755 76.2| 56.8| 571 57.0 57.6
Israel 789|793 794 794 | 658 66.8 66.2 67.2
Italy 16.3 | 17.0 165 16.2 | 684 69.0 69.0 689 | 486 | 50.2 505 51.2
Japan 41.2 | 42.0 422 427 | 828 83.1 837 837 70.7| 714 719 721
Korea 272|273 272 274 | 76.1|76.0 76.2 76.2| 66.0| 656 66.3 66.8
Latvia 356333 324 31.3| 795 79.7 79.7 79.7| 60.2 | 61.7 605 629
Luxembourg2 250 249 238 253| 83.2|821 821 832 ]| 380|388 39.2 407
Mexico 415 | 40.7 416 404 | 714|711 712 712 | 543|549 553 554
Netherlands 60.2 | 61.0 61.0 60.8| 823|829 831 833]| 621|63.3 638 64.1
New Zealand 526 540 542 550| 81.6(83.0 835 838| 751| 76.7 76.1 76.4
Norway 496 || 48.0 484 482 82.7(82.7 828 822 | 719|727 726 724
Poland 26.3( 285 281 288 | 79.9| 80.4 804 805 | 454 | 46.1 46.1 46.7
Portugal 23.0( 239 239 243| 79.3|79.8 805 809 ]| 505|521 530 530
Slovak Republic | 23.5| 244 257 26.9| 78.9 | 80.2 80.0 799 | 47.7 | 489 493 50.3
Slovenia 28.8( 28.7 281 29.1| 833|835 837 84.3]| 36.1|389 373 392
Spain 18.2 | 18.2 185 185 | 703 | 71.2 71.7 723 | 48.0 | 48.7 49.6 494
Sweden 448 || 45.1 438 449 | 86.0( 86.0 86.0 86.0| 74.8| 754 76.0 757
Switzerland 619 60.7 609 644 | 876 | 87.7 874 87.7| 73.2| 740 743 741
Turkey 342345 337 336| 59.8|60.2 59.8 599 ]| 321|334 331 336
United Kingdom | 50.8 | 50.9 50.5 51.1| 826 83.0 831 831| 63.0(63.6 634 63.6
United States 488 || 49.1 494 494 | 774|778 779 782| 61.7|61.8 61.8 619

. Following changes introduced in the Labour Force Survey for Denmark, data from Q1 2016 onwards are not comparable with previous data.
2 Following changes introduced in the Labour Force Survey for Luxembourg, data from Q1 2015 onwards are not comparable with previous data.
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Table 4: Contributions to employment rates annual change (15-64)
Between Q4 2015 and Q4 2016

Labour force Contributions to
Emch;)t/?ent Unemployment | participation | Employment employment rate annual
Percentage of rate rate rate annual change _
working age Percentage of Percentage of change percentage points
; labour force working age Percentage Labour force
population Q4 - 2016 population points Unemployment participation
Q4 - 2016 Q4 - 2016 contribution contribution?
OECD - Total 67.2 6.4 71.7 0.7 0.3 0.3
Major Seven 70.1 5.5 74.1 0.7 0.2 0.4
European Union 66.9 8.4 73.0 0.9 0.6 0.3
Euro area 65.7 9.9 72.9 0.9 0.6 0.3
Australia 72.3 5.9 76.8 -0.2 0.1 -0.3
Austria 71.7 5.9 76.3 0.4 0.1 0.4
Belgium 63.3 7.2 68.2 1.7 1.0 0.6
Canada 72.9 7.0 78.3 0.5 0.2 0.3
Chile 62.3 6.9 66.9 -0.2 -0.2 0.1
Czech Republic 72.8 3.7 75.5 2.2 0.7 1.4
Denmark* 74.5 6.6 79.8 . . .
Estonia 72.1 6.8 77.3 0.0 -0.2 0.2
Finland 69.2 8.8 75.9 0.7 0.6 0.1
France 64.2 10.0 71.4 0.3 0.2 0.1
Germany 75.1 3.9 78.1 0.9 0.6 0.3
Greece 52.1 234 68.0 0.6 0.6 -0.1
Hungary 67.5 4.6 70.7 2.8 1.2 1.5
Iceland 87.3 2.8 89.8 2.0 0.8 1.2
Ireland 65.5 7.2 70.6 1.8 1.4 0.3
Israel 68.8 4.6 72.1 0.4 0.5 -0.1
Italy 57.3 12.0 65.2 0.7 -0.2 0.9
Japan 74.7 3.2 77.2 1.0 0.2 0.8
Korea 66.3 3.8 68.9 0.4 -0.1 0.4
Latvia 68.8 9.6 76.2 0.1 0.3 -0.2
Luxembourg 66.0 6.1 70.3 0.6 0.1 0.4
Mexico 61.0 3.8 63.4 -0.2 0.4 -0.6
Netherlands 75.2 5.5 79.6 1.1 1.1 0.0
New Zealand 76.3 55 80.7 2.2 -0.2 2.4
Norway 73.9 4.9 77.8 -0.5 -0.1 -0.4
Poland 65.0 5.7 69.0 15 0.9 0.6
Portugal 66.0 10.7 73.9 1.7 1.4 0.3
Slovak Republic 65.4 9.1 71.9 1.9 1.4 0.5
Slovenia 66.6 8.1 72.4 1.3 0.3 1.0
Spain 60.1 18.8 74.0 15 1.7 -0.2
Sweden 76.3 7.1 82.1 0.3 0.2 0.2
Switzerland 81.3 4.5 85.1 0.7 0.3 0.4
Turkey 50.5 12.0 57.4 0.1 -0.8 0.9
United Kingdom 73.7 4.8 77.4 0.5 0.3 0.3
United States 69.5 4.8 73.0 0.6 0.2 0.4

! Contributions may not sum to employment rate change due to rounding.

2 The unemployment contribution to employment rate annual change is calculated as the opposite of the change in the unemployment rate
between Q4 2016 and Q4 2015 times the average labour force participation rate observed in the two periods.

8 The labour force participation contribution to employment rate annual change is calculated as the change in the labour force participation rate
between Q4 2016 and Q4 2015 times one minus the average unemployment rate observed in the two periods.

4 Following changes introduced in the Labour Force Survey for Denmark, data from Q1 2016 onwards are not comparable with previous data.
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