Youth unemployment and joblessness are major issues for national governments and
international organizations across the globe. In this respect, the school-to-work transition
challenge is increasingly raising the interest of companies, education and training
institutions, families and young people themselves, who are often involved in precarious
and illegal forms of employment, in many countries of the world. In the field of industrial
and labour relations, the school-to-work perspective seems particularly suitable for policy
formulation and assessment: the broad and complex range of tools, strategies and policies
for enabling youth training and their access to the labour market is deserving of a closer
analysis at an international level in a time when jobless recovery threatens national
economies. The ADAPT LABOUR STUDIES BOOK-SERIES has in connection been
set up with a view to achieving a better understanding of the causes, consequences and
possible responses to the issue in a global dimension through an interdisciplinary and
comparative approach.

ADAPT (www.adapt.it) is a non-profit organisation founded in 2000 by Professor Marco Biagi
with the aim of promoting studies and research in the field of labour law and industrial relations
from an international and comparative perspective. The organisation’s purpose is to encourage and
implement a new approach to academic research, by establishing ongoing relationships with
universities and advanced studies institutes, and promoting academic and scientific exchange
programmes with enterprises, institutions, foundations and associations. In collaboration with the
Marco Biagi Centre for International and Comparative Studies (www.csmb.unimore.it), ADAPT
set up the International School of Higher Education in Labour and Industrial Relations, a centre of
excellence which is accredited at an international level for research, study and the postgraduate
programmes in the area of industrial and labour relations.
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