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Europe is the cradle of the manufacturing industry and has been at the forefront of industrial
revolutions and technological innovations. The industry directly employs over 34 million people
across all Member States, in supply chains comprising hundreds of thousands of SMEs and larger
suppliers. It also indirectly accounts for millions of additional jobs in related sectors.

The European manufacturing industry has tremendous capacity for research and innovation, boasts
a skilled workforce and has earned a global reputation for quality and sustainability. What it now
needs is the swift and determined support of the European institutions and the Member States to
create more jobs and growth in Europe.

The time has come to raise the alarm about the considerable challenges that we are all facing.
Between 2000 and 2014, the  share of manufacturing in total EU output fell from 18.8% to 15.3%,
while 3.5 million manufacturing jobs were lost between 2008 and 2014.

Meanwhile, countries around the world are putting industry at the very top of their political
agendas. The “Make in India” strategy aims to ensure India is “the next manufacturing destination”
and “Made in China 2025” seeks to turn China into the “leading manufacturing power”. The recent
US shift towards “America First” will inevitably have a strong impact on their industrial policy…
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